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lEBIR  Ob'  A  OlIE-LSGG®  DIPLOl’AT 


Tho  tclorr'am  ■n&a  to  tho  following  off  jot: 

"I  prcsuno  that  ny  v/ound  is  vorj'  S'jrlous,  if  not  fatal,  and  ro[;rot  tha 
for  son?  tino  to  oono,  I  shall  not  bo  ablo  to  oxoouto  iry  duties.  In  njr  opinio 
it  is  absolutely  nooossary,  fron  a  hij;;h  vlov^point  of  State  policy,  in  spito  of 
the  rooont  accident,  to  conclude  tho  Agrocnont  for  tho  Cessation  of  Hostiliti* 
around  Shanghai*  If  a  step  in  tho  v/rong  direction  should  bo  taken  at  this 
no-iont,  tho'^futuro  of  tho  country'  would  bo  led  into  an  irrrtriovably  serious 
position.  If  it  should  bo  considered  necessary  to  have  sancono  here  for  tho 
purposo  of  kooping  internal  and  external  oonnoctiod,  I  vmuld  suggost  requostinj 
Ir.  liatsuoka  to  return  to  Shanghai,  and  to  nako  efforts  for  a  successful 
conclusion  of  tho  negotiations  x’or  tho  truoo." 

I  also  caused  identical  tolcgrar.a  to  bo  sent,  as  was  oustomry,  to  tho 
.IiaanGsa  Dolofation  to  tho  Loaruo  of  Katlons  and  our  min  Aj'.bassadors  and 


I  roacr.bcr  it  was  tho  morning  of  tho  5th  that  Soorotary  Okasokl  oi  /uno  i^ogavioi 
ontorpd  room  without  previous  announconent,  carrying  in  his  hands  soraothing 
v/Wich  Icokod  liko  elaborate  papers. 

•/Ithout  any  prollninary  oomont  ho  said: 

"liinistor  I  Horo  is  tho  Agroemont  for  the  Cessation  of  Hostilities. 
Please  put  Your  signature  to  it." 

"liell,  the  Agroeneat  for  tho  Cessation  of  Hostilitios  has  at  last  boon 
oonoludod  i  ''his  is  a  natter  for  oougrctulntion.  I  am  now  rellovod  of  iiy.bunl- 
I  thought. 

I  rr.s  so  glad  at  this  auspicious  event  for  our  nation  that  1  forgot  the 
pain.  Lr.  Horiuohi,  Secretary  of  the  Legation,  oomo  in;  thon  o  British  Soorotc 
a  Chinoso  Secretary  also  appeared.  All  r.rranGononts  for  tho  reception  of 
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visitors  s«couod  to  havo  boon  ncido  by  ay  brother,  after  oonsultlnc  v/ith  Dr»  Ootf 
Dooo.uso  of  tho  condition  in  v/hioh  thoy  found  uo,  tho  visitors,  to  all  appoar- 
anoos,  proforrod  to  spare  littlo  tLno  for  ^ro-tings,  but  rathor  to  finish  tho 
business  ii.unodiatoly,  and  then  take  loavo.  ’•ith  help,  I  manacod  to  sit  up  in 
bod  ns  v/oll  r.s  I  could,  end  nftor  listcninc  to  Soorctnr5'  Okoeaki's  brief 
explanation,  I  siyied  at  scvcrnl  placos  as  ho  had  indior.tod.  At  first  tho  pen 
v/ould  not  write  v'cll,  and  I  felt  as  if  I  v^oro  unable  to  put  in  oaourh  stroncth. 
But  then  ’.'.s  I  nado  each  signature,  I  folt  I  was  erndually  rocalninc  the  stronct 
I  )ind  before  tho  inoldont.  Later  I  w.s  told  that  luy  signatures  grOT.' weaker 
)no  after  another,  and  onusod  nuoh  anxiety  aiaong  those  vrho  were  present. 


't  ' 


This  vias  tho  'Tnflish  toxt  of  tho  Agroonont,  an(^  I  signed  the  Japanese 
and  the  Chinese  texts  lator.  Tho  si^.oiing  was  4ver  r.i  last,  but  still  I  could 
not  fool  thr.t  I  hr.d  discharged  ny  dutios  oonplotoly.  Turning  ny  faco  to  tho 
Chinese  Soorotarj*  v/ho  r.as  presont,  T  uaidt 


i 


"It  is  c  natter  for  profound  oongrat'’,lation  for  both  Japan  and  China 
that  tho  Agroonont  for  tho  Cessation  of  Hostilities  has  boon  fomally  oonoludod 
Tlio  two  nations  of  Fhst  Asia  are  destined  to  bo  friendly.  I  hope  that  tho 
Agroonont  will  bo  c.  strong  foundation  for  those  friendly  relations,  and  I  shall 
rodoublo  vy  efforts  tor^ard8  that  end.  Ploaso  convey  this  nessago  of  mine  to 
Dologato  Quo." 


4 


Holding  out  ny  uninjured  loft  hand,  I  olespsd  his  hand  firmly. 

As  I’ said  this,  tho  Chinese  Secretary  appeared  deeply  novod.  After 
having  heard  no,  ho  replied i 

"Certainly,  I  shall  convoy  your  r.ossago  to  Delegate  Quo  without  fail* 
I  oao  sure  ho  will  also  sign  the  doounont  in  the  sane  spirit." 

After  expressing  his  vfishos  for  ny  rooovory,  he  left  v/ith  the  other 
visitors. 
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CERTIFICATE 

I,  the  undersigned,  Atsumu  SKIGEMITSU,  hereby 
certify  that  the  "Sekkaku-ki”  (Memoris  of  a  One*-legged 
Diplomat),  printed  in  1937  and  consisting  of  13I  pages 
in  Japanese,  was  published  by  me  in  that  year  as 
dictated  by  SKIGEMITSU,  Mamoru* 

Takyo,  January  27,  1947 


(S)  ATSUMU  SKIGEMITSU 

Signed  in  my  presence 
on  the  same  day  at  the 
same  place. 


Witness:  (S)  K.  J£[URA 


»  -'v-C 


L. 


-rT^''r?k. 
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T  uniu.  Kbzuichi,  hereby  certify  that  I  read,  write  and  apeak 
•  #  ^  * 

the  Infiliah  and  the  Japanese  languagoa.  and  that  l.havo  nede  the 

yngiiah  translation  of 

MEMOIR  OF  0HB.1BGGED  DIFLOK^T 


accurately  and  faithfully 


Tokyo,  August  26,  1947 


K.  MIURA 
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